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Article abstract

How should a democratic assembly be designed to attract large and diverse groups of citizens? We
addressed this question by conducting a population survey in three communities with institutionalized
participatory deliberative democracy in Switzerland. To examine participatory disposition in light of
both individual characteristics and design features of the assembly that citizens contemplate joining,
the survey comprised a con-joint experiment in which each respondent was asked to indicate his or
her likelihood in participating in democratic assemblies with varying design features. The main result
is that design features emphasizing the communitarian character of the assembly increases citizens’
willingness to participate, especially among disengaged citizens. Moreover, citizens were found to be
less attracted by both very consensual and very adversarial meeting styles. Rather, we found meeting
styles combining both controversy and consensus to be most favorable to assembly turnout. The
implication is that practitioners of participatory or deliberative democracy must engage in community-
building to foster turnout and inclusiveness in democratic assemblies.

Materials description

1. Glarus_Assemblies.sav: Survey Dataset; 2. Democratic_Assemblies_Replication.R: R-Script including
all analyses

Source of data

Own survey data



Software information

RStudio 2023.06.0; IBM SPSS 29.0.2.0

Publication date:

07.11.2024

CC BY-NC-ND — Attribution — NonCommercial — NoDerivatives 4.0 International

The CC-by-nc-nd license is more restrictive. It only allows to download the material and share it in its
entirety without any modification, adaptation or translation. Any use for commercial purposes is
excluded. Moreover, it is mandatory to indicate the sources. For more information on this license,
please visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

E%' MG RO


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

