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Article abstract 

How should a democratic assembly be designed to attract large and diverse groups of citizens? We 

addressed this question by conducting a population survey in three communities with institutionalized 

participatory deliberative democracy in Switzerland. To examine participatory disposition in light of 

both individual characteristics and design features of the assembly that citizens contemplate joining, 

the survey comprised a con-joint experiment in which each respondent was asked to indicate his or 

her likelihood in participating in democratic assemblies with varying design features. The main result 

is that design features emphasizing the communitarian character of the assembly increases citizens’ 

willingness to participate, especially among disengaged citizens. Moreover, citizens were found to be 

less attracted by both very consensual and very adversarial meeting styles. Rather, we found meeting 

styles combining both controversy and consensus to be most favorable to assembly turnout. The 

implication is that practitioners of participatory or deliberative democracy must engage in community-

building to foster turnout and inclusiveness in democratic assemblies. 

 

Materials description 

1. Glarus_Assemblies.sav: Survey Dataset; 2. Democratic_Assemblies_Replication.R: R-Script including 

all analyses 

 

Source of data 

Own survey data 
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RStudio 2023.06.0; IBM SPSS 29.0.2.0 
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